ORANGE COUNTY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB

P.0. BOX 95, ORANGE, CALIF. 92668 1983
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et MARCH PROGRAM:etei=eirt

Come and hear a very, very interesting and informative program by
Wayne Overbeck, NONB on his all new "high tech" computer programs
Tfor the ham shack..... Perhaps you're kind ¢f scared of having

someining ;nigqur shack you think is smarter than you, but alter
Wayne explaihs how simple i1t is bet you'll rush right out and buy

One.l...Tl......:.l..

FirsrrettAPRILT S PROGRAM =3

Have you ever driven past a "fender bender" or z serious accident
on the Freeway, and wondered whHat you could do to help???? If you
have put your mind at ease because our guest spesker is going to be
& representative of the California Highway Patrol..... He's going
to tell us what to do and don't do when reporting an accident.
¥hile nobody likes teo think of anything like this, it's nice to
know you can handle it with confidence becszuse you know what to

<

SertEsUPCOMING  PROG RANMS sesmmisasdtn

Got any ideas??77? We'lre trying to make our meetings =znd Lrograms as
sting as possible. I you Have any suggesticns please don't

e hem & secret, let us know your cdesires. Programs not necessar-
ily esbout radio. Give eny suggesticns you might have to 21, KabIIJ

anc he'!'ll see what he c&n do,.
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## March PIZZA BASH ##

A FIZIA BASK will be held at 7:00PM on Saturday March 18th at the
Straw Mat Pizze on Red Hill {at Walnut)s in Tustin. Evervyone to
buy their cwn food and drink. Be sure yoau don’t miss the funl!!

sriptecrsntet THE PREZ SEZ:BSerisnes

well now that the rains have stopped (mebee} and things sre drying out
a2 ham's thoughts turn to fixing up the antenna that's been looking sad
a1l winter. We have a few members in the club who are unzble to do
much in the wey of climbing, so when the call goes out for assistance
let's show the true ham "spirit" and give them a hand. The time has
rolled arcund again to paYy the yearly dues. Remember 2 club 1s only as
strcng &s it's membership. In case you've forgotten the dues are
810,00 per year payable at the March meeting. Those of you who can't

attend the meeting cen meil your dues to Stuart Mac Innis, WOoMIL the

clut Trzasurer.
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JINUTES OF FEBRUZRY CLUB MEIITING

£11 ofricers‘were present except Robin, KAGHNY and B ob, KD6XO,
Bob, AF6C was thanked for serving as editor for the February
issue of "R’PY,

The program was presented by Irv Emig, WOGC who is an avid DXer
with 328 countries. WOGC showed a slide presentation of an 1980
trip to china by four hams. The trip, which was sponsored by
{2BPR and included WEAM, Don Wallace, visited Peking, Shanghai,
Kowloon, and Hong Kong.

A new drawing hes been initiated at c¢lub meetings in order to
encourage participetion in the OCARC Nets. A1l net check-in's
become eligible to win the drawings. Ken, WOEHC won 2 bottle
of champagne in the first drawing.

A total of 36 members and guests were present at the February
meeti&g;

Cur thenks to 2lex, WORE for the fantastic job he did during the
recent storm. We all should be proud Alex is =2 club member as he

has always shown the true spirit of hem radic..eecces

Congratulations to Dr, Charles "Chuck"” Quinn, KA3AFD and Leland
"Champ" Champicn, N6ETK who joined our group. VWelcome aboard
guys, hope this will be an association that will last for years,

Keed 2n antenna??7777729%
Wyatt, WAGBPX has & good Hustler LEBTV Veriical antenna free for
the asking for anyone who has use for it. You can contact him at

537-68663 for particulers and pick up informetioN...e....
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Meeting was held at the QTH of 41, W6IBR, on 3/6/83,
Attendees: Al, W6IBR, Xen,W6HHC, Mac,WoMIL, Frank,WAbVKZ, Bob,
KD6XO, Keith,WB6LAR, Bob,AF6C, and Lloyd, WB6ULU.

The club's insurance policy (1iability) is due for renewal by
iierch 10, 1982 (3178.00 yearly premium) The board voited to pay
2 25% Geposit to keep insurance in force while. 41, WOIBR contacts

other loczl clubs to see il they carry liebility insurance and the

carrier and the snnual premium costs to them.

The program for the April club meeting will be presented by the
California Highway Patrol on proper procedures for reporting
accidents.

The club Pizze Party is scheduled for Saturday, March 19th. at
7:00 P.M. The location is the Strawhat Pizza Parlor at Redhill
and Walnut in the city of Tustin.

Mac, W6MIL reminded everyone that 1983 dues ($10.00} should be
paid at the March meeting.

The "monthly editor” for the Merch edition of the "RF" will be
A1, WHIBR.

Frank, WAGVKZ reported on upcoming Field Day:

. Still need rigs/opersztors for 220mhz. and 6 meters

2. Still need generator for power

3. The club plans to furnish fooa for dinner and breakfzast. The
Board is recuesting a $5.00 donztion from the Field Day

participants to the “Generator Fund”
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Submitted by FASNIY from FEEDBACK

No! It is not a rare Norweglan Jsiand DX Station. It is the answer to the question of how to
boost vour signel and reception on 2 meters at the lowest cost. If you have a "hand held"
and want to talk across L.A., like I did, or you want to punch your SSB signal into a "DX"
state, or you just want to know where that signal is coming from, then read on. The Low Cost
4 Element Loop Quad (LC4ELQ) is for you.

The basic design is that of a quad antenna except that the elements are loops not squares;
construction is simple and inexpensive. The wellstocked junk box can provide all the parts.

Figure 1 shows the complete antenna. It is fabricated from a boom and mast of 3/4 inch
schedule 40 P.V.C. They are joined by a P.V.C. "T" fitting which has had the "T" bar cut in
half and stem glued to the mast. The cut section is clamped to the boom with g couple of
112 inch hose clamps. The clamps allow movement of the boom for balance and rotation for
polarity. Each loop is made from #8& aluminum ground wire (Radio Shack #15-036). To assemble
the elements to the boom, drill 14 inch holes through the boom for the reflector and directors
and pass 14 X 112 inch bolts through the boom with two washers gt each end. Bend hooks
on the end of the wire loop and pass them ground each end of the belt. For the driven element,
drill a 5/64th inch hole through the boom and use a 12 x #6 screw on each side with 2 washers
to hold the wire and feed line. 50 ohm coax is connected directly to the antenna. For SSB
_and other horizontal polarization, place the boom at the top or bottom of the loops. For FM
or vertical polarization, rotate the boom and retighten the hose clamps with the boom to
the middle of either side of the loops. If you intend to mount the antenna outdoors, three
pieces of fishing line should be strung through the loops to keep them from changing their
relative position as this will affect the SWR. The antenna will work well at any height but
will improve in performance at higher elevations. Initial results were good with it located
six feet off the floor in my shack. It is now mounted above my tribander at 40 feet.

Judi, WB6SKE, helped me with some "on the air" measurements; the reswits of which are
shown in figure 2 along with SWR measurements. Phil, N4VN, built a copy in 45 minutes without
buying any material. Why not try one yourself? If you do, drop me a line or give me a call
unu let me know how yours works. De Nick K6KTS :
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“ef v&iW BEUG COLLECTION

Like most ©f woo, | saw my first bug when | was a teen-
gger. | cen’t -eme~ber what kind it was, but it cauvght my
hezri and imacination. Visions of becoming @ high-speed

operator ant earninc my place on 40 meters danced through

~y head. 50 | got ouvt the catalogs from the big radio
houses on the east coast. My twelve dollars was soon in
the mail After what seemed like an eternity, the postman

detivered by prize, a brand new SPEED-X bug, Model 515,

Two decades later the SPEED-X is stil} with me. So is my
fasscination for bugs. My collection got started when | saw
an ad in the classified for an oid bug. Curiosity got the
best of me, so | ordered it. The bug turmed ocut to be a
Vibroplex. | knew it was old because | had never seen one
quite like it, but how old | didn't know. 1| had to find
put. Then came a HcElroy Bug. | knew who Ted McElroy was,
but never knew he made keys. | wanted to find out more.

Today there are 70 bugs in my collection and 1 Bm still
trying to find more. My ooal is to find one of each make
2nd model of bug ever manufactured and to know their his-
tory. |'ve got & good start, but I've 2 long way to go.

Horace G. Martin made the first bug in 1504, It was
called "The Vibroplex'. Other manufacturing firme saw how
successful the bug was. In a few short vears there were
dozens of bug makers competing in the market. Hkany firms
had several different models. For four decades the bug en-
joved & heyday.

Technological advence eliminated the need for the bug,
After W11, the bug menufacturers siowly fadetl away. Todey
there is only one stilV in business.,,.Vibroplex. They are
still making the seme model started in 1904, now known as
the Original. Though they sre gone, other menufacturers
are not forgotten. Thousands of bugs remein to remind us
of the ooiden days of communications. These purveyors of
the radioteiegraph art are hidden away in attics, closets

. and parages waiting to be.discovered by 2 collector.

} wigh the bugs in my collection could talk. What stories
they would tell. How many sent messages that saved lives
«or announced the birth of &5 child? One could probably tell
us about transoceanic DX with a8 TETP rig it keved. Another
might tell us about train wrecks, or torpedoed ships, or 2
message sent to a secret invasion force. Still another
might tell us about the craftsman whe put it together, or
intEresting stories about its owner,

-

Dld bugs can't
talk but the
fellows that
used them can.
An old-timer
that bought
his key forty,
fifry, or even
5 iXty years
2go can tell
me about him=
self &nd his
key. | like
to retell
these stories
wher | show
the collection,
Former ¢all-
signs, early
ries &nd his-

vibroplex X-Model...s single set of com-

tects for dots & dashes. The kev belong-

torice! notes tc WELCE who was 9RW whern the keuy wes in
cive eagh xey use.
& unioue iden-
tity. Urforiuretely, the pieces | pick up &t junk sales
&n¢ estate séles zre anonymous., Yet they ere stil) a3 part
of history.
Lhzet fwgetmicre of the keve im oryv tollection | would
ceiTy &8 e tmtpiecec. The remainder are spare paris
LCE O feconct. wWhner sCmelhing new COmes in | g0 1O work

Rbove, & McEireo Super
ed to Erownle,
Americer rovies during

on rt. If it is rissing paris,
z-cne the sperec.  Semetimes | ohave to find three or four
of one particular model to assemble & compiete onhe., | am
just starting tc experiment with restoring the really

rovgh ones. This involves duplicating the paint and elece
troplating of nickel or chrome. So far, to pood. The
stuombling block is duplicating the baselite and plastic
pieces, These are always the first parts to go. HMayoe you
can offer some suvogestions.

I try to find replacerments

My collection consists of bugs made by Vibroplex, McElroy
Logan, Martin, Cedar Rapids, Bunnell and Telegraph Appsra-
tus to name & few., Strangely encugh, | am missing some of
the more common pieces like the Martin Originai and the
McElroy Amateur models. | estimate it wil} take 200 bugs
to make the collection representative of what was available
in the first have of this century.

Finding information on bugs is difficult., There are no
reference works for collectors, so those that collect be-
come detectives. The task is a double one....¥finding bugs
and finding informetion about them, 01d advertisements,
cataiogs and flyers are & good source of informetion on
types and year of appesrence. Mot too many have survived
the years, however. The U.5. Patent 0ffice records are
accessible and do contain technical and proprietary infore-
mation abouti some of the early and uvnusual models. The
tack of reference material is 2 handicap, but it makes dig-
ging for it 2 lot of fun. The Vibroplex factory, | am toid
borned in 1872 and all records concerning serial numbers
were lost, Therefore, even with the number, & Vibroplex
bug can be difficult to identify and date.

I'm £ti)1 young, by QCWA stardards, sc {'ve oot lots of
years to fulfill my goal. Or looking at it from another
angle, 1've got logs of bugs to go! 1f you heve questions

about bugs or other keys, feel free to write. 1'11 do what
! can to share my knowledge or experience., f | don't know
the answer, 1'}) steer vou to another collecter, 1f vou

have questions about @ specific bug, please include the
following information. Tt will save us 2 couple of letters
SASE appreciated.

1. Dimensions of the base

2. Firnish of the bese, paint or plate and trim

3 Shape of finger & thumb pieces and type material
4. size of the contact points

5, Serial number {this gets me close)

6, Description of the main frame

7. deseription of the damper assembly

B. sketch of the nameplate 5 -

9. A picture is worth a thousand words, if you can

i
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i
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egcssream PC=€00. This kev belong-
vsed It abosard & DO-3 en South
e I%:1's.

£o
W3ITIT, who
i

TETNEDL wE (&% £TETL & refee” CC.eTr IT Z0C wess.  iel
ec know whet voo think, ir the meantime, look ‘or me on
Toor 180, W, o7 course!

e s T
SLaVTE 22, af. 2
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MEETING INFO 7:30 PM Sharp

Upcaming Datess Meetineg Location:

March 1€th _ Mercury Savines & Loan

Arpril 1S5th (IRTS davy. ush!) 1075 Irvine Blvd.

May Z0th Tustin: Ca.

(Zrd Fridaey of each month.) (1 Block East of Newport Ave,)
NET INFO

1% Meter ES5B Net: each Wednesday € 2000 Hours PET on 21,375 MHz.
Z Meter FM Net, every HWednesday € 2100 Hours PET on 144,55 MH=z
simrlex. Listen for W&ZE Net Controld.

Anvane interested im becoming Net Control for- a CW (S=15 WFEM)
net cantzct Bob, AF&C. Net cshoLld be keved for Novices.,

BREAKFAST INFO 8:00 AM

The Club Breakfzst is held the First Szturday of each month =t:
The LCook Book Restaurant,. 17th & Yarba in Tanta Gnz. Just ezxcst
zf the Newrport Fuv. (Southeast corner behind the Unian staticn).

Uecomine dates:d aesril Znd
Maw 7th
Je &FALD

March 1883



