
 
VOL. LXIV NO. 5                           PO Box 3454, Tustin, CA 92781                               May 2023 

 
 

 
 

May greetings to all from your 
OCARC President! 
 
Plans for the W6ZE 2023 effort in 
ARRL's Field Day, which comes up at 
the end of June, are going well.  
 
Tim, N6TMT and Nicholas, AF6CF 
are doing a superb job of fitting all the 
moving pieces together (yes, it’s like 
herding cats), and I have to say that I 
am very, very proud to be the 
President of a club like OCARC, 
where people step up and volunteer to 
do things because everyone knows 
how well it’s going to go.  
 

As an added bonus, our friend 
Gordon West,  WB6NOA will  be 
joining W6ZE this year on our 
VHF/UHF Station. It will be great 
fun to have Gordo along with us—
he very much is looking forward to 
being able to play on FD for a 
change! 
 
Our May Speaker, Dennis W6DQ, 
is an interesting and engaging 
speaker (there’s additional 
information about the program on 
page 3 of this OCARC RF 
Newsletter - Editor). Don’t miss 
his Zoom program, because I can 
guarantee that you’ll learn 
something. 
 
The rain seems to have finally let 
up, so get those antenna cleanup 
projects organized so you’ll be 
ready for the great conditions 
we’ll have this Fall.  
 
But first—set aside those tools and 
double check your coax for Field 
Day! And by all means, remember 
to work our Rover Tim, N6GP, in 
the June VHF QSO Party.             
He needs your Q!! 
 
73, 
 
Chip Margelli, K7JA 
OCARC President 

NEXT GENERAL 
MEETING 

IN-PERSON + ZOOM PRESENTATION 

 
Speaker: 

Dennis Kidder W6DQ 
presents 

Can Anybody Hear Me? 
 

When: May 19th, 2023 
Time: 7:00 PM  

Where:  

600 Parkcenter Drive 
Santa Ana, CA Room 208  

 
 

NEXT BOARD MEETING 
Saturday, June 3rd, 2023  

Held at: Streamliner Café & Lounge 
183 N. Atchinson St (at train station) 

Orange, CA 92866  
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2023 Board of Directors 

 
President 

Chip Margelli, K7JA 
(714) 600-6988 
k7ja@w6ze.org 

 
Vice President 

Janet Margelli, KL7MF 
 (714) 600-6988 
 kl7mf@w6ze.org 
 
Secretary 

Tim Millard, N6TMT 
(714) 744-8909 
n6tmt@w6ze.org 

 
Treasurer 

Tim Goeppinger, N6GP 
(714) 730-0395 
n6gp@w6ze.org 

 
Activities 

Nicholas Haban, AF6CF 
(714) 693-9778 
af6cf@w6ze.org 

 
Publicity 

Ron Mudry, W6WG 
(714) 840-3613 
w6wg@w6ze.org  

 
Technical 

Bob Eckweiler, AF6C 
(714) 639-5074 
af6c@w6ze.org 

 
Membership 

Corey Miller, KE6YHX 
(714) 322-0395 
ke6yhx@w6ze.org 

 
Directors-at-Large: 

Ken Konechy, W6HHC 
(714) 348-1636 
w6hhc@w6ze.org 

 

Directors-at-Large 
 AJ Ricci, KN6WNO 
 (714) 788-0847 
 kn6wno@w6ze.org  
 

2023 Club Appointments 
 
W6ZE Club License Trustee 
 Bob Eckweiler, AF6C 

(714) 639-5074 
af6c@w6ze.org 

 
Club Historian 
 Corey Miller, KE6YHX 

(714) 639-5475 
ke6yhx@w6ze.org 

 
RF Managing Editor 

Corey Miller, KE6YHX 
 (714) 322-0395 
 ke6yhx@w6ze.org 
 
RF Editor for May 2023 

Tom Cowart, W6ETC 
(714) 454-0571 
tom@w6etc.com 

 
Webmaster 
 Dan Violette, KI6X   

(714) 637- 4632      
ki6x@w6ze.org  

 
Web Main Programmer 
 Bob Eckweiler, AF6C 

(714) 639-5074 
af6c@w6ze.org 

 
Assistant Web Maintenance 
 Tim Millard, N6TMT 

(714) 744-8909 
n6tmt@w6ze.org  

  
Monthly Events 
 
General Membership Meetings*     
Time: 7:00 PM (begins promptly) 
When: 3rd Friday of each Month 
Where: American Red Cross,  
600 N Parkcenter Dr, Santa Ana 
Room 208 (take elevator to 2nd floor) 
Note: *Held in-person (+ ZOOM.at 
times) Check www.w6ze.org for 
updated information.  

 
Board Meetings (In-Person) 
Held the first Friday of each Month. 
Board will handle Club business 
primarily IN-PERSON.  

 

OCARC Nets (Listen for W6ZE) 
 
10M ~ 28.375 MHz SSB 
Wed- 7:30 PM - 8:30 PM 
Net Control: Corey KE6YHX 
Alternate Net Control: AJ KN6WNO 
 
2M ~ 146.55 MHz Simplex FM 
Wed- 8:30 PM - 9:00 PM  
Net Control: Corey KE6YHX 
 
75M ~ 3.883 MHz LSB 
Tue @ 8:00 PM  
Net Control: Corey KE6YHX 
  
Other Nets: 
 

 
 

 2m: 147.090 MHz (+0.600 MHz) No PL  
 

1.25m: 224.420 MHz (-1.600 MHz)  
PL 110.9 

 

Echolink *CATALINA* 
Allstar #51597  

 

9:00AM & 9:00PM 
(Twice and day, x10 a week) 

MONDAY – FRIDAY 
Program Director: Tom W6ETC 

OCARC 2023 DUES: 
Membership period is: 

1 January to 31 December 

Individual New or Renewal: $30 
Family New or Renewal: $45 
Teen New or Renewal: $15 

New Member Dues are prorated 
quarterly and includes a badge: 

Additional Badges1 $3 

Use one of our interactive online forms 
to calculate current prices, join, renew, or 

order badges: 

https://www.w6ze.org/FormsShortcut.html 

1 $3 or less + mailing. See form. 
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a Presentation by Dennis Kidder W6DQ at 

the Next OCARC General Membership Meeting 
 

How do we determine how well our Amateur Radio "System" is actually working?  Counting the Q's is 
one way.  How well we do in a pile-up is another.  But these are subjective.  What about some 'real-world' 
empirical measurements?  How can we accomplish this? 
 
Our guest speaker via Zoom for our May 19 meeting, Mr. Dennis Kidder W6DQ, will present various tools 
that exist and are freely available to see just how well you are getting out, to virtually any inhabited location 
on the planet (well, almost).  These are freely available for use literally all the time. 
 
Dennis, W6DQ, began his foray into Amateur Radio back in the 60's with the help of his neighbor, Bob 
Martin, W6QJU (SK).  Going from his Novice (WN6NIA) to his Advanced (WA6NIA) in short order, he 
eventually got his Amateur Extra and granted the call of another of his Elmers, Chek Titcomb, W6DQ. 
 

Dennis' interests in Amateur 
Radio are many, including 
propagation and improving 
how he radiates his signals.   
 
Following retirement from a 
long career as a System 
Engineer, he, along with his 
wife Lisa, KF6QNG, moved to 
the California High Desert 
town of Inyokern.   
 
There he is able to steadily 
increase his presence on the 
Ether ... with 5 acres to raise 
antennas and a 1500 square 
foot radio shack! 

 
At various times, Dennis has been found from 160 meters all the way up to 24 GHz. 
 
Join us Friday, May 19, 7PM PDT, to see how YOU are getting out!   
 
Dennis’ presentation will be by Zoom, but we hope to see you in person at the American Red Cross, 600 
Parkcenter Dr, Room 208, Santa Ana.  Zoom connection information will be sent to you before the 
meeting, and a lively discussion of Field Day will take place after the program as we get ready for our big 
push during our June meeting for that event.  
 
73 de Janet Margelli, KL7MF  
Vice-President, OCARC 
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May 

 His Maj. King of Spain Contest:, CW 1200 
UTC Saturday May 20 through 1200 UTC 
Sunday May 21 

 Baltic Contest: 2100 UTC Saturday May 20 
through 0200 UTC Sunday May 21 

 *CQ World Wide WPX Contest/CW: 0000 
UTC Saturday May 27 through 2359 UTC 
Sunday May 28 

June 

 * **ARRL International Digital Contest: 1800 
UTC June 3 through 2359 UTC Saturday June 
4 

 Asia-Pacific Sprint SSB: 1100 – 1300 
UTC  Saturday June10 

 *ARRL June VHF Contest: 1800 UTC 
Saturday June 10 through 0259 UTC Sunday 
June 12. 

 ARRL Kids Day: 1800 UTC through 2359 UTC 
Saturday June 17 

 Field Day: 1800 UTC Saturday June 24 
through 2100 UTC Sunday June 25. 

* Indicates club entries are accepted 
** Indicates team entries are accepted 
Note: When submitting logs for ARRL Contests indicate 
your club affiliation as “Orange County ARC” 
 
State QSO Parties: 
 

 Indiana QSO Party: 1500 UTC Saturday May 6 
to 0300 UTC Sunday May 7 

 Delaware QSO Party: 1700 UTC Saturday 
May 6 to 2359 UTC Sunday May 7 

 New England QSO Party: 2000 UTC Saturday 
May 6 to 0500 UTC Sunday May 7and  1300 
UTC Sunday May 7 to 2400 UTC Sun. May 7 

 Arkansas QSO Party: 1400 UTC May 20 to 
0200 UTC Saturday May 21 

 Kentucky QSO Party: 1300 UTC Saturday 
June 3 to 0100 UTC Sunday June 4 

 West Virginia QSO Party: 1600 UTC Saturday 
June 17 to 0400 UTC Sunday June 18 

 
Repeating Activities: 
 

 Phone Fry  Every Tuesday night at 0230 UTC 
to 0300 UTC Wednesday 

 SKCC  Weekend Sprintathon (Straight Key 
CW) on the first weekend of the month after the 
6TH of the month. 1200 Sat. to 2359Z Sunday. 

 SKCC Sprint (Straight Key CW) 0000Z to 
0200Z on the 4th Tue., night (USA) of the mth. 

 CWops Every Wednesday 1300 UTC  to 1400 
UTC 1900 UTC to 2000 UTC and Thursday 
0300 UTC to 0400 UTC 

 K1USN Slow Speed Test: (CW, 20WPM Max.) 
Every Friday 2000 UTC to 2100 UTC                                                          
Every Sunday night at 0000 UTC to 0100 UTC 
Monday 

 ICWC Medium Speed Test: (CW, 25 WPM 
Max.) Every Monday 1300 UTC to 1400 UTC  

 
OCARC Club Nets: 
 

 75 Meter Net:  Every 
Tuesday night at 8:00 pm to 
8:30 pm PST. SSB 3.883 MHz 

 10 Meter Net:  Every Wednesday night at 7:30 
pm to 8:30 pm PST. SSB 28.375 MHz 

 2 Meter Net:  Every Wednesday night at 8:30 
pm to 9:30 pm PST. FM Simplex 146.55 MHz 

 
Other Nets: 
 

Catalina Amateur Repeater Association (CARA) 
Net@9 Wellness & Support Net     
Monday thru Friday 9:00 am and 9:00 pm PST  
2m: 147.090 MHz (+600 MHz) No PL 
1.25m: 224.420 MHz (-1.600 MHz) PL 110.9 
Echolink *CATALINA* / Allstar #51597 
 
To have your favorite activity listed in next month’s 
OCARC RF Newsletter, send your requests to the 
RadioActivity editor, Ron W6WG by email to: 
w6wg@w6ze.org  

R
on

 W
6W

G
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by Chip Margelli, K7JA 
 

Summer is here, and “Summertime” conditions (for better or worse) are upon us. 

As we approach the Summer Solstice, 6 meters enters a unique phase, where long transpolar paths (California to 
Japan, California to Europe) can go through a sharp enhancement, particularly June 20th through July 10th.  
 
With the increased solar activity accompanying our rise toward Solar Max conditions, though, there is a chance that 
the increased solar wind can blow away the delicate E-layer ionization layers, possibly leading to a net propagation 
bust. I myself think we’re going to have a pretty good DX season centered around June 21st—stay tuned to see if 
I’m right. 
 
On the higher HF bands (20/15/10 
meters), absorption during the “high 
noon” hours will cause conditions to 
seem very “punk,” but ten meters can 
open at any time via Sporadic E for 
single- and double-hop propagation. 
Once the sun goes down, 20/17/15 
meters will pop open for lots of DX 
fun, and 20 will stay open well past 
midnight. At least, we hope 20 will 
stay open for us all night on Field 
Day! 
 
The ever-increasing solar cycle means that low power and modest antennas like a dipole or vertical will bring you 
lots of DX. These evening openings on 20 and 15 will be a lot of fun, so turn that radio on and make some noise! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Im
ag
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T
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Image by Tom W6ETC                                                                                                         
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One day, I was looking in the Internet for ideas to make my portable operation more efficient and found an excellent 
article titled “BUILD A HAM RADIO VOICE KEYER FOR THE BACKPACK,” by Bob Fischer WB8BEL in the 

 Magazine. 
 
The Voice Keyer looked like a very interesting project and should be a great addition for any portable operations 
setup, and even at the home shack for contesting, so I immediately got the required parts from eBay and started 
on building it.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The main voice recorder was $5, the infinite cycle timer was just $7.15, the DC/DC converter was about $4 and the 
12V relay plus the other components brought the total parts cost to under twenty dollars. 
 
Refer to the article at https://www.nutsvolts.com/magazine/article/build-a-ham-radio-voice-keyer-for-the-backpack 
(Permission granted by Mr. Fischer to mention here). 
 
 

 

A Voice Keyer 
for QRP operation 
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Of course, Bob’s project was designed to be minimalist and lightweight, but having a penchant to make everything 
more complicated, I decided to modify the original project by adding several switches and a power LED (the more 
blinking the better). 
 
My portable battery setup includes some very powerful LiFePO4 BioennoPower batteries, so I am not concerned 
about milliamperes. If you reproduce this device, you may consider making it simpler and lighter if you plan to go to 
a SOTA (Summits On The Air). 

 
 
This is the original schematic from the article, which I 
basically followed.  
 
My only difference was to use a 12V repeat timer, so the 
timer power is connected to the 12V side of the 5V DC/DC 
converter. Because my KX3 uses microphone bias, I added 
a 10 uF blocking capacitor to the 10K potentiometer arm. 
 
So then the question was, “What type of enclosure to use?”.  
I had an old Wyse video terminal that I could destroy to 
recycle its enclosure. 
 
The enclosure has a mesh on both sides (originally to vent 
the heat) that would allow the sound from the speaker to 
come out.  
 
The speaker volume is very low, but that is not a problem 
because it’s only used to monitor when setting up the 
recording.  
 
I used an old 5-1/4 floppy disk blank insert as a “chassis” to 
mount the circuit boards, with the speaker under it. 
 
 

 
The front panel of the 
terminal holds the 
on/off switch, record 
and playback and 
microphone 
connector, as well as 
an LED for “power” 
indication. 
 
The back panel has 
the power connector, 
a switch to defeat the 
timer (to setup the 
recording), the 10K 
pot to adjust the 
audio output and the 
cable to the radio’s 
mic. 
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I used standoffs to mount the recording board, the timer and voltage converters. 
Below is a general view of the Voice Keyer before the relay board wiring and final assembly. 
 

 
 
 
If you have any questions, you can email af6cf@w6ze.org or talk to me personally at one of the OCARC meetings. 
 

73 DE AF6CF 
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OCARC General Membership Meeting Minutes for: April 28th, 2023 
President Chip K7JA started the meeting on time and proceeded with introductions for those members and guest 
in attendance.  
 
Janet KL7MF introduced this month’s speakers Endaf Buckley, N6UTC and Patrick Stoddard, WD9EWK, with their 
accounts of roving around various states, counties, and grids, working satellites and obtaining WAS status.  
 

 
 
Both operators spoke from their many years of experience operating both FM and Linear satellites. They’ve chased 
“worked all state” awards from various regions and operated from various girds around the southwestern parts of 
the USA. Special event activations such as “Walmart’s on the air” to POTA fill their days with challenges.   
 
This was a well presented and much enjoyed presentation.  

 
 
After a short break we had a business meeting. Winter Field Day results became available, and our club entries 
place 1st and 2nd overall by wide margins.  

OCARC GENERAL MEMBERSHIP 
MEETING MINUTES 

2023-04-28 
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Plans are underway for Summer Field Day (June 24-25, 2023). 
More information to follow.   

 
Vice President report from Janet KL7MF let us know about 
some of the upcoming speakers such as Dennis Kidder in May. 
June – Field Day, Gordon West in July.  
 
Treasurer Tim N6GP - Visalia DX Convention was the previous 
weekend with 480 hams from US and onboard attending.     
Club finances are in good shape also.   
 

Membership Corey KE6YHX reports that we have a total of 35 online and/or in person at the meeting tonight.   
 
Next meeting is May 19th Dennis Kidder. Meeting adjourned at 8:45 PM. 
 
Submitted by the OCARC Board of Directors/Secretary: Tim N6TMT 
 

 
 

OCARC Board Meeting Minutes for: May 6, 2023 
The OCARC Board meeting was held at The Streamliner Lounge, 186 N. Atchison St., Orange, and called to order 
to order by President Chip Margelli K7JA at 8:15 am. 9 Board Members were in attendance.  
 
Treasurer Report –presented a current Cash Flow report.  All looks good. Our bank has changed rules and terms 
on CD’s so no longer worth pursuing. See next page (pg13). 
 
Activities report – Next opportunity drawing ~ will be held at the June meeting.  
Membership – Roster online, 92 members paid.   
 
Newsletter May – Tom - W6ETC. Jun - Dan?  
Speakers - May – Dennis Kidder, W6DQ (Can anyone hear me?) Jun – Field Day, July – Gordon West WB6NOA- 
VHF/UHF Tropo Propagation, DX, etc.  
 
Summer Field Day Plans – San Bernardino Microwave contact will be arranged on the microwave bands, displays 
and information in VHF/UHF station. Food Budget and plans need to be firmed up. Tents are hired. Porto’s treats 
for Sunday Breakfast. The school site is secured.    
 
New business   
3 or 4 signs with details for each of the FD operations. Chip will have more details soon.  
Honorary Membership for Jeff Mikoleit, KK6YUP, our Door Guard. Board approved.  
 
Good of the Club 
A member mentioned the extra steps necessary to renew if you have you Callsign lapse. Lesson learned don’t let 
it lapse and take advantage of the ARRL renewal services when possible.   
Adjournment occurred around 9:25 am.  
 
Submitted by the OCARC Board of Directors/Secretary: Tim N6TMT 
  

OCARC  
BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

2023-05-06 
AT STREAMLINE CAFE 

 

Figure 1 Gordon West WB6NOA 
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Recently, when you come to a 
club meeting in person at the 
Red Cross, you are greeted at 
the door and let in by             
Jeff - KK6YUP.  

Jeff is a representative of the local American 
Red Cross chapter and a former club member. 
Besides being active with the Red Cross, he is 
also active in COAR, a volunteer amateur radio 
group that is associated with the Orange Police 
Department. Due to these and other 
commitments, Jeff, who first joined the club in 
early 2016, left the club during the COVID 
pandemic 2021. 

When COVID waned and we began meeting 
again, the Red Cross had changed their 
security, so Jeff began greeting us at the door 
and admitting us as we showed up for our 
monthly general meetings. 

At the May board meeting a resolution was 
brought bestowing honorary membership to Jeff 
as a partial thank you for all he is doing for the 
club. A vote was taken and the years were 
unanimous. 

President Chip Margelli has sent a 
congratulatory email to Jeff informing him about 
the club’s action. 

So when you come to a meeting in the future 
please say hello to Jeff and thank him. 

73 de AF6C  
   

 

 

Badges Are Ready 
            by Bob AF6C 

After a long off-and-on   
struggle with a high-end Epson 
printer that was slowly turning 
its insides 

yellow at $30 a cartridge, 
often destroying a one dollar 
sheet of paper in the 
process, I found a 
replacement printer that 
meets most of my needs.  

It lacks two features I really cherished on my old 
all-in-one printer. The printer has no rear feed 
where I could feed heavy stock and special 
paper.  

The scanner does have a document feeder; 
however, unlike the former printer it does not do 
two-sided scanning.  

I did print out and laminate the remaining seven 
badges that were in the cue, and am now up-to-
date. One badge I mailed off to AD7J in Las 
Vegas; the others will be available at the the 
next meeting. There are also a few badges from 
this year that haven’t yet been picked up. I have 
badges for:  

 ADNAN KN6OIN 
 TRACY (Aragaki) no call 
 BRENT KN6WYU 
 BOB AD7J mailed 
 JEFF WA6TKR 
 DAN KI6X 
 BRUCE W4YOU 
 BARBARA W6LTI 
 K6JEY DOUG 

I hope to see you at the meeting. 

73 de AF6C  

 
  

Honorary OCARC Club Membership 
Bestowed upon: 

Jeff Mikoleit - KK6YUP 
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