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being our fearless FD leader and 

also ALL the band captains, 
operators, set-up team, and all others 

that supported in one way or another.  

It really does “take a village” to make 
an OCARC style Field Day happen. 

 

We also have our December Holiday 
Club Dinner planned and are taking 

reservations now. There is more 

information on this in this issue of the 

newsletter. We will have a great 
dinner, an interesting speaker is 

planned, quite a cache of raffle 

prizes, and great camaraderie 
scheduled. 

 

Back a couple months ago the Board 
thought they should do something for 

the Red Cross to thank them for 

their support.  We did give them 

cash at the 25-year anniversary 
of using the facility to hold our 

meetings, but I wanted to think of 

something that may be more 
special (though cash is very 

important for their operation and I 

encourage you donate to the OC 

Red Cross and/or donate blood 
to their blood drives or at the 

facility in Santa Ana). I 

approached them with the idea 
that we donate a nice flag in a 

stand for the meeting room since 

the one that used to be there has 

been repurposed.  The Board 
approved the expenditure and 

you can see the presentation in 

this newsletter (and a snapshot of 
it to the left). They appreciate it 

since they will not have to move 

their one flag around when 
events happen in the room. I 

hope you enjoy doing the pledge 

this month with a nicer flag (and 

not my little plastic one!).  I will 
regrettably not be able to attend 

this month’s meeting. 

 
In addition, this month’s meeting 

is the election meeting. Please 

consider running for an Officer 
position and be there to vote. I do 

appreciate Nicholas’s, AF6CF, 

and Janet’s, KL7MF, efforts 

contacting many of you to get a 
slate as they are our Nomination 

Committee. 

Dan Violette, KI6X 
President 

NEXT GENERAL MEETING 

Scott Bovitz 

N6MI  
  

Presents 

“News Van Turned Ham”  

 
November 21

st
, 2025, at 7pm  

at the  

American Red 

Cross  

Orange County Chapter 

 Santa Ana, Room 208 

 
 

NEXT BOARD MEETING 

Saturday, January 3
rd

, 2026  

See www.w6ze.org for more info 
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Wow! What a 

Field Day 
result again.  

In this RF and 

in QST, if you 
get it, you will 

see that we 

were #1 in the 
5A category by 

a wide margin.  

We also 

excelled in the 
local area and 

in the nation.  

Of course we 
thank Ron, 
W6WG, for 
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2025 Board of Directors 

 
President 

 Dan Violette, KI6X   

(714) 637- 4632      
ki6x@w6ze.org  

 

Vice President 

Tim Goeppinger, N6GP 

(714) 730-0395 
n6gp@w6ze.org 

 

Secretary 

Joyce Rodman, KN6UKJ 
(714) 454-5721 

kn6ukj@w6ze.org 
 

Treasurer 
Tim Millard, N6TMT 

(714) 744-8909 

n6tmt@w6ze.org 
 

Activities 

Corey Miller, KE6YHX 

 (714) 322-0395 
 ke6yhx@w6ze.org 
 

Publicity 

AJ Ricci, W6OTO 
 (714) 788-0847 

 w6oto@w6ze.org  
 

Technical 
Joe Rodman, KM6SVV 

(714) 454-5721 

km6svv@w6ze.org 
 

Membership 
Ron Mudry, W6WG 
(714) 328-9308 

w6wg@w6ze.org 
 
Directors-at-Large: 

Nicholas Haban, AF6CF 

(714) 693-9778 
af6cf@w6ze.org 

 
 

 

Directors-at-Large 
Janet Margelli, KL7MF 

 (714) 878-9369 

 kl7mf@w6ze.org 

 
2025 Club Appointments 

 

W6ZE Club License Trustee 
 Bob Eckweiler, AF6C 

(714) 639-5074 

af6c@w6ze.org 
 

Club Historian 

 Corey Miller, KE6YHX 

(714) 639-5475 
ke6yhx@w6ze.org 

 

RF Managing Editor 
Corey Miller, KE6YHX 

 (714) 322-0395 

 ke6yhx@w6ze.org 

 
RF Editor for November 2025 

 Dan Violette, KI6X   

(714) 637- 4632      
ki6x@w6ze.org  

 

Webmaster 
 Dan Violette, KI6X   

(714) 637- 4632      

ki6x@w6ze.org  
 
Web Main Programmer 

 Bob Eckweiler, AF6C 

(714) 639-5074 
af6c@w6ze.org 

 

Assistant Web Maintenance 
 Tim Millard, N6TMT 

(714) 744-8909 

n6tmt@w6ze.org  

  
HAM License Testing 
 (before regular meetings) 

 Ken Simpson, W6KOS 

 (714) 651-6535 

 w6kos@w6ze.org 
 

ARRL Awards Appointee 

Arnie Shatz, N6HC 

(714) 573-2965 
n6hc@w6ze.org 

 

  

 

Monthly Events 

 
Membership Meetings*     

Time: 7:00 PM 
When: 3

rd
 Friday of each Month 

Red Cross Orange County, Room 208 
600 N Parkcenter Dr, Santa Ana 
(Replaced by the Christmas Party 
in December.) 

 

Board Meetings  
First Saturday of each Month 
Board will handle Club business now  
IN-PERSON.  

 

Club Nets (Listen for W6ZE) 
 

10M ~ 28.375 MHz SSB 
Wed- 7:30 PM - 8:30 PM 
Net Control: Corey, KE6YHX 
Alternate Net Control: AJ, KN6WNO 
 

2M ~ 146.55 MHz Simplex FM 

Wed- 8:30 PM - 9:00 PM  
Net Control: Corey, KE6YHX 
Alternate Net Control: AJ, KN6WNO 
Echolink Node: KK6TRC-L 
 

75M ~ 3.883 MHz LSB 

Tue @ 8:00 PM  
Net Control: Corey, KE6YHX 
  

Other Nets  
 

Catalina Amateur  

Repeater Association (CARA)  
147.090 MHz (+0.600 MHz) No PL  

Monday - Friday 

9:00AM & 9:00PM 

Prg. Director. Tom W6ETC 

COME JOIN US 

 

OCARC 2025 DUES: 

Membership period is: 
1 January to 31 December 

Individual New or Renewal: $30 

Family New or Renewal: $45 

Teen New or Renewal: $15 

New Member Dues are prorated 

quarterly and includes a badge: 

Additional Badges1 $3 

Use one of our interactive online forms 
to calculate current prices, join, renew, or 

order badges: 

https://www.w6ze.org/FormsShortcut.html 

1 $3 or less + mailing. See form. 
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 
 

     

 
 
 

 
 
   

Membership Renewal for 2026 is now open and can be made 
online by going to 

 
 

https://www.w6ze.org/MemberForms/RenewForm.html#a2rf 
 

It’s Quick and Easy!!! 
 

All club dues info is at:  https://www.w6ze.org/clubdues.html

OCARC Membership 
Renewal 2026 

 
RED CROSS FLAG PRESENTATION 

 
The OCARC Board decided to give a 
donation to the Red Cross to thank them 
for supporting us through the years.  We 
did give a cash donation at the end of 25 
years of using the Red Cross facility for 
our meetings, but this time I thought 
maybe something special and decided 
maybe a flag pole to replace the one that 
used to be there would be nice.  They 
agreed and that is what we purchased. 
 
Here is the OCARC President, Dan 
Violette, KI6X, presenting the flag to the 
American Red Cross of Orange County 
Executive Director, Becky Firey. 
 
She said that they will use it regularly in 
the room and will not have to move 
another flag into the room when one is 
needed for a group or event.  We will use it 
for our meetings for our Pledge of 
Allegiance and not have to pull out the 
small plastic one! 
 
A win-win situation for all. 
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November Speaker – J. Scott Bovitz, N6MI 

“Lessons Learned: 88 contests and 15 Field Days from a 
converted television news van / cellular on wheels (2010-2025)” 

 

My name is J. Scott Bovitz. My call sign is N6MI. I am a lawyer and work in 
downtown Los Angeles. I operate amateur radio (ham radio) contests from multiple 
California counties and grid squares. 
 
In the 1990s and early 2000s, I operated portable in ham radio contests from a parked 
pickup truck. I replaced the passenger seat with radios. In addition to a yagi at 30 feet 
on a push-up mast, I sometimes inflated a commercial blimp to raise a long wire 
antenna. 
 
On occasion, I was invited to operate from the monster station of N6NB (SK) in 
Tehachapi, California. 
 

Today, I operate a Yaesu FTdx101D, an ACOM A600S amplifier, an ICOM IC-9700, and an ICOM IC-905 in a 
van -- a former electronic news gathering (ENG)/cellular on wheels (COW). This van has a 56-foot pneumatic 
mast, a five-kilowatt generator under the hood, and three large batteries. 
 
With the help of visiting operators, I earned DXCC from the van (including 
mixed, CW, and phone endorsements) for working hams in more than 100 
countries. My current totals are: 1 country on 10 GHz; 2 countries on 1296 
MHz, 2 countries on 432 MHz; 2 countries on 2 meters; 8 countries on 6 
meters; 128 countries on 10 meters; 157 countries on 15 meters; 149 
countries on 20 meters; 119 countries on 40 meters; 35 countries on 80 
meters; and 1 country on 160 meters. 
 
The following operators have received their orientation and are qualified to 
operate from the N6MI van: K6VCR, NB6E, N7DA, AF6O, W6PNG, 
KN6OGP, WB6HPW, KJ6SSY, KJ6SSU, N6VI, KI6RXX, and K1BTW. 
 

Scott will be presenting his lessons learned from the numerous portable 

operations he has made over the last 15 years.  His presentation will be via 

Zoom.  Please don’t miss it Friday November 21 at 7PM.!
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OCARC W6ZE Field Day History 

Note for 2025: 

#1 5A class, #1 SW Division, #1 Orange Section 

#20 in ALL (comparing to those even using more transmitters) 
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What is Kiwix and why I have it installed on my POTA computer? 

By Dave N3BKV 

 
 

I always thought it would be good to have information resources on my computer that aren’t 

internet dependent.  What if I’m out in the field doing a POTA and need a reference manual 
or some medical information? Or my cable modem goes out and I really need to look up an 

OCARC newsletter from 2016? 

 
Kiwix is an app for offline reading on the go, remote areas, emergencies, or independent 

knowledge access. It is a program you can install on your Raspberry Pi, Windows or Mac 

computer that gives you offline access to resources like Wikipedia, TED, Stack Exchange, 
or your favorite website (via Zimit) so you can have a library of manuals or other reference 

materials specific to your needs.  

 

Let’s install Kiwix – to download the program go to https://kiwix.org/en/applications/ 
 

 
 
 

Pick the correct version for your computer and install the program. 
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Upon starting the program and choosing Categories you will see a list of databases you can 

download, including the entire Wikipedia (110GB with pictures), Urban Prepper, MDWiki 
Medical Encyclopedia, and more. All great info to have out in the field and off grid. 

 

 
 
Let’s look for some Amateur Radio content – I searched all the categories and found a 

database in StackExchange, then searched for “radio”.   
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Now I see that it has 8K articles and is only 69MB to download. 

 

 
 
If I click on it, I can get more information and an option to download it. 
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After downloading it, click the Open Main Page. 

 
Now you can scroll through the article entries. 
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Or search a topic with the search bar choosing the database(s) you want to search in. 

 

 
 
Then you can click on the articles that interest you. 
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I think all that is cool, but here’s where things can get interesting. You can also download 

entire websites to have them at you fingertips by using Zimit (https://zimit.kiwix.org/). 
Fill in the website and your email. The reason why they need your email is if you close the 

window you’ll lose the download link. They will send you a link so you can access the file for 

a week. You can even build your own Zim server, if you want to do everything yourself. 
 

 

  
 
Then click the advanced options button and enter a title and description for future reference 

to the database.  If you want to download everything on the site, under Scope Type, choose 

any. Files can get big, so be careful which option you pick. Then click Let’s ZIM it! 
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You might have to wait a while until a slot opens up on the website download server, but 
then it will start capturing the site. 

 

  
 
Once a slot opens, it will begin downloading the site. 
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When it’s complete, open the .zim file you downloaded in Kiwix. 
 

 
 
 
Next, select it and then press Open Main Page. 
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That’s all there is to it! I found some sites online with equipment manuals and used Zimit to 

download them so I can have them on my computer. It’s great to have a full manual set 

when you’re out in the field. 
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Holiday Party 

Where: Mimi’s Café 

17231 17th St., Tustin, CA 92870 

When: Friday, December 5th, 5:30 PM 

 

All are welcome. 

 Dinner is $35 which includes an Entrée & Dessert from the Menu listed below.  

The link: https://w6ze.org/XMAS/Christmas-Paypal.html to pay and also is on our 
web site, www.w6ze.org. 

If you are paying in-person at the OCARC Holiday Dinner, Please RSVP your seats 

by Friday night Nov. 28 by  

e-mailing Corey M. KE6YHX ke6yhx@w6ze.org and bring cash or a check. Dinner 

tickets are $35 per person. 

RSVP or pay online by: Friday, November 28, 2025 

Holiday Party: Friday, December 5, 2025 

 

•Start 5:30pm 

•Dinner Orders 6:00-6:20pm 

•Presentation 6:30-7:30pm 

•Dinner is Served 7:00pm 

•Entertainment and New Board 
8:00-8:30pm 

•Raffle 8:30-8:45pm 

($1 per ticket or 6 tickets for $5) 

•Closing 9:00pm 

https://w6ze.org/XMAS/Christmas-Paypal .html
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Upcoming Activities: 

NOVEMBER 

• *ARRL Sweepstakes CW: 2100 UTC Saturday 
Nov.1 through 0300 UTC Monday Nov. 3. 

• WAE DX Contest, RTTY: 0000 UTC Saturday 

Nov. 8 through 2359 UTC Sunday Nov. 9. 
• 10-10 Fall Contest, Digital: 0001 UTC Saturday 

Nov. 8 through 2359 UTC Sunday Nov. 9. 

• Run for the Bacon QRP Contest, CW: 2300 
Saturday Nov. 16 through 0100 UTC Sunday 
Nov. 17 

• *ARRL Sweepstakes SSB: 2100 UTC Saturday 

Nov. 15 through 0300 UTC Monday Nov. 17. 
• *CQ World Wide DX / CW: 0000 UTC Saturday 

Nov. 29 through 2259 UTC Sunday Nov. 30. 

DECEMBER 

• *ARRL 160 Meter Contest: 2200 UTC Friday 
Dec. 5 through 1600 UTC Monday Dec. 7. 

• FT Challenge, FT8/FT4: 1800 UTC Saturday 

Dec. 6 through 2359 UTC Sunday Dec. 7. 
• *ARRL 10 Meter Contest: 0000 UTC Saturday 

Dec. 13 through 2359 UTC Sunday Dec. 14. 

• QRP ARCI Holiday Sprints Homebrew 
Sprint/CW: 2000 UTC through 2300 UTC 
Sunday Dec. 14. 

• 4 States QRP Group Second Sunday Sprint: 
0100 UTC through 0300 UTC Sunday Dec. 15. 

• RAC Canada Winter Contest: 0000 UTC 

through 2359 UTC Saturday Dec.20. 

* Indicates club entries are accepted 

** Indicates team entries are accepted 
 
 
Repeating Activities: 

 
• Phone Weekly Test:  Every Tuesday night         

at 0230Z to 0300Z. 

• CWops Mini-CWT: Every Wednesday at 

1300 to 1400 UTC, 1900-2000 UTD and 

Thursday 0300-0400 UTC. 

• SKCC: Weekend Sprintathon (Straight Key 

CW) on the first weekend of the month after 

the 6
TH

 of the month. 1200 Sat. to 2359Z 

Sunday. 

• SKCC: Sprint (Straight Key CW) 0000Z to 

0200Z on the 4
th

 Tuesday night (USA) of the                                 

month. 

• K1USN Slow Speed Test: (CW, 20WPM 

Max.) Every Friday 2000 UTC to 2100 UTC                                                          

Every Sunday night at 0000 UTC to 0100 

UTC Monday 

• ICWC Medium Speed Test: (CW, 25WPM 

Max.) Every Monday 1300 UTC to 1400                                                                                      

UTC 1900 UTC to 2000 UTC and Tuesday 

0300 UTC to 0400 UTC 

 
OCARC Club Nets: 
 

• 75 Meter Net:  Every Tuesday night at 8:00   

pm to 8:30 pm Local Time. SSB 3.883 MHz 

• 10 Meter Net:  Every Wednesday night at 

7:30 pm to 8:30 pm Local Time. SSB 28.375 

MHz 

• 2 Meter Net:  Every Wednesday night at 

8:30 pm to 9:30 pm Local Time. FM Simplex 

146.55 MHz 

Other Nets: 
 

• Net-AT-9:   Wellness & Support                   

Monday thru Friday 9:00 am and 9:00 pm 

Local Time 147.090 MHz (+600 MHz) No PL 

 
Other Links: 
 

• ARRL Contest Calendar 

• WA7BNM Contest Calendar 

• VOACAP Online for Ham Radio 

 
 

Send an email to Ron W6WG, w6wg@w6ze.org to have 
your favorite activity or your recent RadioActivity listed in 
next month’s column.  

 
73, Ron W6WG                                                                                                                                                            
 

          
 

RadioActivity  
November 2025 

 

https://contestcalendar.com/
https://www.voacap.com/hf/
http://www.arrl.org/contest-calendar
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2026 Winter Field Day  
January 24

th
 and 25

th
, 2026 

 

We will be needing operators and support volunteers.  If you are interested and need more information 

contact Ron, W6WG, by email, W6WG@W6ZE.ORG 

Belonging to OCARC and joining in on our two major events, Winter Field Day and the ARRL Field Day in 

June, is the BEST way to become “RadioActive.” 

Download (and read) the lastest version of the WFD Rules here: 

https://winterfieldday.org/downloads/2026-rules-v3.pdf 
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JANUARY    FUBRUARY    MARCH                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
  AK6AT  Michael Porteous  NC6M  Anatoly Ananovsky  KN6NXJ  Harry Long                                   
  W6VLN  Daphne Tsao  N6MG  Milton Garb    
       K6MKL Michael Berchtold   

       W6NVI  Carolyn Berchtold 
       KN6WPB  Thom Belford 

        

APRIL    MAY     JUNE 
  KO6ION  Phil Sallaway   N6GTQ  John Gabler   KO6JOB  Jon Hoover  

       KO6JES  Arshia Attar   KG6LHK  Robert Stone 

 

JULY     AUGUST    OCTOBER 

  KO6FKD   Robert Wellington  K6MFK  Mike Klewer   W6KIC Mike O’Sullivan 

  N6YZ Adam Ehrheart 

 
NOVEMBER     

  -none- !  

 
OCARC Membership Director 
Ron W6WG, membership@w6ze.org                                                                                   
 

 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!

New OCARC Members  
2025 
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OCARC 2025 October Auction Notes 
(No regular membership meeting in October) 
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A big thank you to all that participated!

General Meeting Minutes 
October 17, 2025 
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The OCARC board meeting was held at the Streamliner Lounge, 186 Atchison St., Orange, and was called to order 
by President Dan KI6X at 8:15 am. A quorum of board members were present.  Dave Ginsberg, N3BKB, Visitor. 
 
Directors Report 
 
Treasurer Tim, N6TMT, reports: 

Total Inflows: $4,926.00 
Total Outflows: $3,435.94 
Overall Total: $1,435.94 

 
Membership Ron, W6WG, reports we have a total of 114 members with 3 Honorary members. Ron reports 
renewals for 2026 will start in November. 

Activities Corey, KE6YHX, reports he has obtained some new items for the next raffle. Corey, who is our 
Historian for the club as well, asked the board to approve $239.21 to purchase equipment to maintain the archives 
with a BluRay DVD writer.  This was not approved by the Board.  

December Christmas party preparations are in place, Corey will send out the plans in the newsletter.  Janet KL7MF 
is planning to present as the speaker for the party.  

Old Business 

Newsletter Editors: November: Dan KI6X, December: Tim N6TMT, January: Tom AK6GR 

Speakers/Entertainment: November: Scott N6MI, December: Janet KL7MF, January: Dave N6HHR 

December Dinner Planning 

Final Head Count due by November 28, 2025 
$35.00 per meal for attendees (club covering tax/tip/PayPal fees). PayPal will be set up on the website. 
Doors open at 5:30, dinner orders 6-6:20pm, free raffle tickets passed out to each attendee, additional tickets $1 per 
ticket or 6 tickets for $5. Presentation: 6:30-7:30, Dinner served at 7 pm, entertainment and New Board announced 
8-8:30, then closed with a raffle. Clear out by 9pm. 
 
Nominations expected for next year’s Board Members 

Janet KL7MF reports Michael KO6FAR may accept the position of Publicity, 
 
Tim N6GP- Vice-President  
Tim N6TMT- Treasurer  
Ron W6WG - Membership 
Joe KM6SVV - Technical  
Corey KE6YHX-  Activities  
Directors at Large, Dan KI6X -(automatic position as outgoing Pres), Janet KL7MF 

 

Board of Directors  
Meeting Minutes 

November 8, 2025 
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Positions for President, Secretary, and Publicity still open.  Janet KL7MF and Nicholas AF6CF continue to 
work on a full slate of positions.  Voting to take place November 21, 2025 at our monthly club meeting.  

 
OCARC Remote Station Plan  
Nicholas AF6CF reports they are waiting for the new radio and hope to have it all in place by the end of the year 
so their existing radio can be moved to this effort. 
 
New Business 

 
VE team asked for new Amazon Fire Tablets (7 inch Kids) to meet the new VE requirements, the board approved 
the purchase of 5 new tablets of a cost of $290.00. 
 
Winter Field Day - Ron W6WG asks that we add Winter Field Day parameters to the newsletter. 
 
Good of the Club 

  
VE sessions for amateur radio licensing continues to be held prior to our monthly club meetings at 5:30pm under 
the guidance of Ken W6KOS. 
 
Red Cross Donation - After discussing a donation to the Red Cross which provides the rooms for our monthly 
meetings, as well as monthly VE sessions, the board approved purchasing a flagpole for our meeting room, and 
Dan KI6X will present this on November 11, 2025.  
 
Good of the Club - President Dan KI6X asked that nominations for the Good of the Club award be emailed to him 
and he will select a winner and give the name to Bob for certificate printing.  
 
Next Board Meeting - The board approved that there will be no Board meeting to be held in December. Next 
Board meeting to be January 3, 2026. 
 
Adjournment  

 

An adjournment was voted on and agreed at 9:22am.  
 
Submitted by Joyce KN6UKJ, Secretary. 
 

 

BREAKING NEWS: 

The proposed slate for the 2026 election from the Nominating 
Committee as of 11-13-2025 

Dan KI6X – President 
Tim N6GP- Vice-President  
OPEN - Secretary 
Tim N6TMT- Treasurer  
Ron W6WG - Membership 
Joe KM6SVV - Technical  
Michael KO6FAR - Publicity 
Corey KE6YHX-  Activities  
Directors at Large: Janet KL7MF & Dave N3BKV 
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Tim Millard, N6TMT, OCARC Treasurer Report 
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