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2026 Board of Directors 

 
President 

 Dan Violette, KI6X   
(714) 637- 4632      
ki6x@w6ze.org  

 

Vice President 
Tim Goeppinger, N6GP 
(714) 730-0395 
n6gp@w6ze.org 

 

Secretary 

Janet Margelli, KL7MF 
 (714) 878-9369 
 kl7mf@w6ze.org 
 
Treasurer 

Tim Millard, N6TMT 
(714) 744-8909 
n6tmt@w6ze.org 

 

Activities 

Corey Miller, KE6YHX 
 (714) 322-0395 
 ke6yhx@w6ze.org 
 

Publicity 
Michael Mastrianni KO6FAR 
(714) 623-5210 

 ko6far@w6ze.org  
 

Technical 
Joe Rodman, KM6SVV 
(714) 454-5721 
km6svv@w6ze.org 

 
Membership 

Ron Mudry, W6WG 
(714) 328-9308 
w6wg@w6ze.org 

 
Directors-at-Large: 

AJ Ricci, W6OTO 
 (714) 788-0847 
 w6oto@w6ze.org  

 

 

 

Directors-at-Large 
David Ginsberg, N3BKV 

 n3bkv@arrl.net 
 

2026 Club Appointments 
 

W6ZE Club License Trustee 

 Bob Eckweiler, AF6C 
(714) 639-5074 
af6c@w6ze.org 

 
Club Historian 

 Corey Miller, KE6YHX 
(714) 639-5475 
ke6yhx@w6ze.org 

 

RF Managing Editor 

Corey Miller, KE6YHX 
 (714) 322-0395 
 ke6yhx@w6ze.org 
 

RF Editor for April 2026 
David Ginsberg, N3BKV 

 n3bkv@arrl.net 
 
Webmaster 

 Dan Violette, KI6X   
(714) 637- 4632      
ki6x@w6ze.org  

 
Web Main Programmer 

 Bob Eckweiler, AF6C 
(714) 639-5074 
af6c@w6ze.org 

 
Assistant Web Maintenance 

 Tim Millard, N6TMT 
(714) 744-8909 
n6tmt@w6ze.org  

  
HAM License Testing 
 (before regular meetings) 

 Ken Simpson, W6KOS 
 (714) 651-6535 
 w6kos@w6ze.org 
 

ARRL Awards Appointee 
Arnie Shatz, N6HC 
(714) 573-2965 
n6hc@w6ze.org 

 
  

 

Monthly Events 

 
Membership Meetings*     

Time: 7:00 PM 
When: 3

rd
 Friday of each Month 

Red Cross Orange County, Room 208 
600 N Parkcenter Dr, Santa Ana 
(Replaced by the Christmas Party 
in December.) 

 

Board Meetings  
First Saturday of each Month 
Board will handle Club business now  
IN-PERSON.  

 

Club Nets (Listen for W6ZE) 
 

10M ~ 28.375 MHz SSB 
Wed- 7:30 PM - 8:30 PM 
Net Control: Corey, KE6YHX 
Alternate Net Control: AJ, KN6WNO 
 

2M ~ 146.55 MHz Simplex FM 

Wed- 8:30 PM - 9:00 PM  
Net Control: Corey, KE6YHX 
Alternate Net Control: AJ, KN6WNO 
Echolink Node: KK6TRC-L 
 

75M ~ 3.883 MHz LSB 

Tue @ 8:00 PM  
Net Control: Corey, KE6YHX 
  

Other Nets  
 

Catalina Amateur  

Repeater Association (CARA)  
147.090 MHz (+0.600 MHz) No PL  

Monday - Friday 

9:00AM & 9:00PM 

Prg. Director. Tom W6ETC 

COME JOIN US 

 

OCARC 2026 DUES: 

Membership period is: 
1 January to 31 December 

Individual New or Renewal: $30 

Family New or Renewal: $45 

Teen New or Renewal: $15 

New Member Dues are prorated 

quarterly and includes a badge: 

Additional Badges1 $3 

Use one of our interactive online forms 
to calculate current prices, join, renew, or 

order badges: 

https://www.w6ze.org/FormsShortcut.html 

1 $3 or less + mailing. See form. 
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FIELD DAY 2026 – Volunteers Will Be Needed 
 

More details on the history were covered last month, but we will need more volunteers for roles to take a lot of the 
load off the “FD Leader.”  We will start asking this month so let us know you are interested in one of the following 
roles: 

! Band captains: They plan a complete station (radios, computers, filters, operators, etc.) 

! Food: Making sure food is handled (can be served, ordered, tell everyone that they are on their own and 

have some water and snacks available, etc.) 

Friday Coordinator to oversee the following, 
! Friday set-up: Verify all club equipment is being picked-up, delivered, a truck is needed.  Schedule tower 

time so we get enough to help raise them. 

! Tent order/delivery:  Order and accept delivery, return Sunday, and pay the vendor. 

! Friday night security:  Someone sleeping over to watch the equipment.  We have had campers, tents, and 

even sleeping in a car parked inside the operating tent(s). 

Saturday Coordinator to oversee the following, 
! Saturday morning opening: Make sure gate is opened early enough so band captains can get in and set-

up the rest of the equipment. 

! Generator Leader:  Make sure generator ready, set-up, enough propane, etc. 

! Saturday On-call:  Be on-call to help with any panics Sat during the operation. 

! Saturday night security:  More equipment now set-up from the operating day that both tents need to be 

monitored overnight.  Usually someone parks or camps in/at each tent.  Operations do start about 6AM 

Sun and may not end until midnight Sat night.  If we have the overnight operators, we would keep it going, 

but have not had that in a few years. 

Sunday Coordinator to oversee the following, 
! Sunday morning opening: Unlock gates for Sunday crews. 

! Sunday On-call:  Be on-call to help with Sunday operating time panics. 

! Sunday tear-down: After tear-down, verify all club equipment is taken back to storage. 

! Verify the grounds are cleaned up and we are out of there without leaving a mess.   

! We are out by 2PM at the latest, and everything is in storage within another hour or so. 

Remember Ron has done a lot of this on his own so if we can assign leaders for these roles then everyone can 
enjoy the event more.   
 
Dan KI6X 
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Patrick Bolan, KJ7ZSU 
Owner of Geochron LLC 

This month we are pleased to have Patrick Bolan of 
Geochron, which is a specialized map/clock that DXers 
love.   He will be presenting via Zoom.   
20 years ago, Patrick was working as a construction 
manager for Home Depot, and saw his 1st mechanical 
Geochron in a conference room.  10 years later, he bought 
an old Geochron that – Patrick discovered – he could not 
repair.   
 
He took the clock to the only place in the world that still 
made Geochrons… just a mile from his house.  He felt a 
moment of destiny, and told the retiring owners, “If you 
were ever interested in selling his company, I’d like to be a 

part of that conversation.”  

He couldn’t afford their price, but offered his own house as collateral to purchase Geochron’s tools and inventory.   

Today, the mechanical clock is built and restored in Colorado, and Patrick manages the Geochron Atlas product 
he created from the Pacific Northwest with a small team of local developers.  Every Atlas is kitted in his 
basement. 

Patrick has a talent for persistence.  He’s a 2x Ironman triathlete, 2 graduate degrees, married 30 years, and 
recently finished a 23,000 mile motorcycle tour to visit 48 Geochron owners in 48 states.   And he’d like to install a 
ham rig on his motorcycle someday. 

 

!

 
 

OCARC April Meeting 
SPEAKER SPOTLIGHT 

2025 
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Impressive Parks On The Air (POTA) Awards 
Earned by W6ZE Field Days Over the Years! 

 
As announced in the RF last month – Unknowingly, we have earned a bunch of POTA awards, merely by 
operating in Field Days (winter and summer).   We are on the verge of achieving their Worked All States POTA 
award – all we need is either Maine or Mississippi, because we have the wildcard DC!    We have 455 parks 
worked on our way to 500! 
The following is a table of the awards that we have earned, plus 2 more pages of some of the certificates.  
Congratulations to all of us! 
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Upcoming Activities: 
 
APRIL 

• Worked All Provinces of China:  0600 UTC 

Saturday April 18 through 0559 UTC Sunday April 

19. 

• ARRL Rookie Roundup SSB:  Sunday April 19, 

1800 UTC through 2359 UTC. 

May 

• 7
TH

 Call Area QSO Party: 1300 UTC Saturday 
May 2 through 0700 UTC Sunday May 3 

• New England QSO Party: 2000 UTC Saturday 
May 2 to 2359 UTC Sunday May 3 

• *CQ World Wide WPX Contest/CW: 0000 UTC 
Saturday May 30 through 2359 UTC Sunday 
May 31 

* Indicates club entries are accepted 
** Indicates team entries are accepted 

Note: When submitting logs for ARRL Contests 
indicate your club affiliation as “Orange County ARC” 

 

State QSO Parties: 
 

• Georgia QSO Party: 1800 UTC Saturday April 
11 to 0359 UTC Sunday April 12 and 1400 to 
2359 UTC Sunday   April 12 

• Missouri QSO Party: 1400 UTC Saturday April 
11 to 0400 UTC Sunday April 12 and 1400 to 
0200 UTC Sunday   April 12 

• New Mexico QSO Party: 1400 UTC Saturday 
April 11 to 0200 UTC Sunday April 12 

• North Dakota QSO Party: 1800 UTC Saturday 
April 11 to 1800 UTC Sunday April 12 

• Nebraska QSO Party: 1400 Saturday April 25 to 
0200 UTC Monday April 27 

• Michigan QSO Party: 1600 UTC Saturday April 
18 to 0400 UTC Sunday April 20 

• Florida QSO Party: 1600 UTC Saturday April 
25 to 0159 UTC Sunday April 26 and 1200 to 
2159 UTC Sunday April 26 

• New England QSO Party: 0200 UTC Saturday 
May 2 to 0500 UTC Sunday May 3 and 1300 to 
2400 UTC Sunday May 3 

• Indiana QSO Party: 1500 UTC Saturday May 2 
to 0300 UTC Sunday May 3 

• Delaware QSO Party: 1700 UTC Saturday May 
2 to 2359 UTC Sunday May 3 

 

 
Repeating Activities: 
 

• SKCC  Weekend Sprintathon (Straight Key CW) 
 on the first weekend of the month after 
 the 6TH of the month. 1200 Sat. to 2359Z 
 Sunday. 

• SKCC Sprint (Straight Key CW) 0000Z to 0200Z 
 on the 4th Tuesday night (USA) of the 
 month. 

• CWops Mini-CWT Every Wednesday 1300 UTC 
 to 1400 UTC 1900 UTC to 2000 UTC and 
 Thursday 0300 UTC to 0400 UTC 

• K1USN Slow Speed Test: (CW, 20WPM Max.) 
 Every Friday 2000 UTC to 2100 UTC                                                          
 Every Sunday night at 0000 UTC to 
 0100 UTC Monday 

• ICWC Medium Speed Test: (CW, 25WPM 
Max.)  Every Monday 1300 UTC to 1400 
 UTC 1900 UTC to 2000 UTC and 
 Tuesday 0300 UTC to 0400 UTC 

 
OCARC Club Nets: 

 
• 10 Meter Net:  Every Wednesday night at  

                        7:30 - 8:30 pm Local Time.  
                        SSB 28.375 MHz 

• 2 Meter Net:  Every Wednesday night at 
                      8:30 - 9:30 pm Local Time.  
                      FM    Simplex 146.55 MHz 

Other Links: 
 

•  ARRL Contest Calendar 
•  VOACAP Online for Ham Radio 

 
Send an email to Ron W6WG, w6wg@w6ze.org to have 

your favorite activity or your recent RadioActivity listed in 
next month’s column.  
 
73, Ron W6WG

RadioActivity  
April / May 2026 

http://www.arrl.org/contest-calendar
https://www.voacap.com/hf/






















https://www.worldradiohistory.com/Archive-Catalogs/Heathkit-Catalogs/Heathkit-1972-800-65.pdf
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JANUARY  

  KJ6ZEY  Chris Chubbuck  AA6RC  Morgan Fine         KK6OYR  Gregorio Valdivia  

  K6QQP  Randy Poth     N6IRN  Sepehr Sahraian KM6RTE  Scott MacGillivray 
   KO6LJY  Josh Berk                        

FEBRUARY  

  KO6DUT  Debra Campbell 
 

MARCH 

  KO6MZU  Bijan Ghofranian 

   
   OCARC Membership Director 
   Ron W6WG, membership@w6ze.org                                                                                    

 

 

 

                                                     

 

On Friday March 20, 2026, we had 4 candidates registered who took tests.  

There were 2 Technician exams, 1 upgrade from Technician to General and 1 upgrade from General to Extra. All 
four passed their exams.  

The Technicians were Bijan Ghofranian (KO6MZU) and Jeffrey Stewart (KO6MZK). Bijan became a member of 
OCARC that evening.  

Harold Valenzuela KO6HRN upgraded from Technician to General and Dave Janisch currently KN6HEE 
upgraded from General to Extra.  Dave currently has a request in for a 2x1 vanity call.  We will report in the April 
VE report on the results of his request. 

Congratulations to all four from the VE exam team.  

Ken Simpson W6KOS 
Team Lead 

 

New OCARC Members  
2026 

VE Report 
March 2026 
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General Meeting held at the American Red Cross, 600 N Park Center Dr, Santa Ana, CA, was called to order at 
7:03PM by President, Dan KI6X. After the Pledge of Allegiance, introductions were held with 28 in attendance, 
including two new technicians, one General Upgrade, and one Extra upgrade from the testing session prior to the 
meeting. 

Vice-President, Tim N6GP, introduced the evening's speaker, Fred Osterman, W0PE, who presented the history, 
fun, and fantasy of his 22 years at Disneyland and the trials and tribulations of the Disneyland Amateur Radio 
Club, N6MM. Fred was also present opening day as a youngster who crossed the drawbridge into the castle and 
delighted us all with stories and pictures. The presentation was dedicated to John Thompson, K6OHM (SK), the 
force behind all the ham radio related Disney events and park openings in other countries. A break was called at 
8PM. 

Meeting resumed at 8:15PM with roll call; all Board members present except Director-at-Large, AJ W6OTO. 

Vice-President, Tim N6GP, advises next month's program will be via ZOOM from Oregon and Patrick at 
Geochron, the first world clock to display day and night and the bell curve of light and darkness on a world map.  
The May meeting will host Chris, N1CLC, and his SOTA operations. June will concentrate on W6ZE Field Day 
efforts. 
 
Technical Advisor, Joe KM6SVV, advises the club has collected a fair amount of equipment from SK estates, 
and if anyone wishes to help out with any future collections or referrals, to contact Joe directly. 
 

Treasurer, Tim N6TMT, reports two new members, Brian and John, paid tonight, and Membership Chairman, 
Ron W6WG, followed up with a report of 123 members currently on the roster, of which 83 have renewed so far. 
An email reminder was sent to all who have not paid that dues are due by April 1, 2026. 

 

Activities Chairman, Corey KE6YHX, reminded all of the opportunity drawing at the upcoming April meeting. 
 
Director-at-Large, Dave N3BKV, gave an update on the set up of the Flex 6600 remote, with testing currently in 
progress. If all goes well, the remote should be in use around the end of April. 
 
ASK ELMER: 

 

Harry KN6NXJ, inquired about SWR change under certain circumstances and was given direction as to what 
changes affected SWR and what changes affected frequency coverage. Assembling an R7000 vertical is 
becoming a learning experience. 

 

SHOW AND TELL: 

Harry KN6NXJ, is becoming involved in Winlink and displayed his emergency go kit, including radio, battery, 
touch screen, and PC being used with a wire j-pole. He's working on eliminating RF and it was suggested a 
metal can inside the box to protect the PC would benefit. 
 

 

 

General Meeting Minutes 
March 20, 2026 
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GOOD OF THE CLUB: 

Heavy planning for Field Day coming up starting next month. More help needed with three separate people 
heading up each day individually, sharing responsibilities...besides band captains and volunteers for food and 
security and other functions. A Gift Certificate for Stater Bros was picked up to give to Rick to help offset some 
of the expenses he incurred for food during Winter Field Day. 
 
A last minute comment was made for general information that CBS News Radio Service is shutting down at the 
end of May. 
 
With no further business being heard, meeting was adjourned at 8:42PM. 
 
Submitted by Janet Margelli, KL7MF, OCARC Secretary 

 

 

                                                  
 
Meeting held at the Streamliner Lounge, 186 Atchison Street, Orange, CA and called to order by President, Dan 
KI6X, at 8:15AM.  All Board members except Director-at-Large, AJ W6OTO, present, as well as a visitor, Bob 
AF6C. 

No reports provided by Vice-President, Secretary, Publicity, and Technical Directors. Treasurer, Tim N6TMT, sent 
out cash flow this morning and distributed it to the board. For the period 1/1/26-2/28/26, cash inflow of $1203.37 
and outflow of $983.45 for an overall current cash total of $219.92. Tim N6TMT, Tim N6GP, and Bob AF6C will 
team up soon for an audit. 

Membership Manager, Ron W6WG, reports 104 members have paid their dues as of the end-of-March deadline. 
The end-of-quarter membership information will be sent to Bob AF6C for updating web. Discussion over late 
renewals and how to handle members who only renew occasionally and not every year. 

Activities Director, Corey KE6YHX, reports proceeds from the last opportunity drawing of $100, $91.54 of which 
was spent on prizes for future drawings (including a 2-posn coax switch, waterproof kitchen scale, video doorbell, 
and batteries). $49 was collected from refreshments at the last meeting, $47.18 spent for prior and next meeting. 

MONTHLY PLANNER REVIEW: 

Treasurer, Tim N6TMT, confirms IRS Form 990N, CA FTB 199N filed as required. Dan KI6X, verified Affiliated 
Club info is up to date. Renewal of Special Services Club rating (explained by Dan KI6X to newer Board 
members) not due until 2027 (every 2 years). 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Newsletter Editors: April, Dave N3BKV (template received and instructions regarding insertion of Heathkit article 
from Dan KI6X); May, Tim N6GP; June, Tim N6TMT. 

Entertainment: April meeting presentation will be via Zoom from Oregon by Patrick Bolan of Geochron, 
somebody who loved the product so much he bought the company, and led the development of the Digital 4K 
clock. Tim N6TMT will be point of contact since VP Tim N6GP will not be at the meeting. May meeting will also be 
a Zoom presentation by Christian N1CLC on SOTA. June meeting will primarily feature Field Day plans, but may 
combine with a presentation on OC Firewatch. 

Board Meeting Minutes 
April 4, 2026 
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OCARC Remote Station: Director-at-Large, Dave N3BKV, brought along a laptop for a quick demo of the Flex 
6600 now installed at Janet's KL7MF QTH and ready for the Board to test. Step-by-step instructions were passed 
around to login and operate.  There is also a video link as well. Flex Smart SDR software needs to be installed by 
each user. Discussion covered various circumstances, including how many to allocate to use. Every user will 
receive a separate user name and password. As set up, radio keys by VOX; PTT possible with extra connections. 
FT8 also possible, but a bit more complex and another learning curve. Antenna is a triband (10-15-20) yagi at 
approximately 75 ft. 

Meeting temporarily paused at 8:50AM and resumed at 9:15AM after breakfast. 

Field Day 2026: Dan KI6X and Dave N3BKV discussed rehashing the Field Day article for the next RF 
Newsletter.  Ron W6WG confirmed Rick N6NH OK with overseeing food, and use of the field has been approved 
and insurance verified. Two 20 x 20 tents to be ordered. Ron W6WG to write up the detailed description of the 
daily duties for the RF.    Friday: oversee pick up of towers, generator, and equipment at storage, tower erections, 
tent set ups, and overnight security.   Saturday: kick off operations on time, make sure all stations manned, check 
generator, overnight security. Sunday: make sure all stations operating, begin to dismantle areas not in use, make 
sure all scores are taken from computers before completely shut down (Tim N6GP will compile when he returns 
from time away), make sure group picture is taken, stay on site until tents are picked up.  Discussion of having a 
separate server that is not a logging station to make things run smoothly. Tim N6GP mentioned N3FJP contesting 
software is unforgiving if lose connection to server. Dave N3BKV will do some testing also with N1MM, with a 
reminder to make sure we have enough laptops with ethernet ports, and associated switches (Dan KI6X and 
Michael KO6FAR volunteered as sources), recommending wire and not wifi. Suggesting 2 to 3 radios in the 
CW/digital tent where a CW Captain is still being recruited and volunteers are needed.  3 radios in the SSB tent 
along with GOTA, which should be positioned separately so as to not cause possible distraction. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Bob AF6C, advises W6ZE license renewal is up August 2027, and he would like to pass on the trusteeship of the 
call sign to Tim N6TMT. 

Good of the Club: Corey KE6YHX reports the Club's Echolink is down for good.  Bob AF6C is trying to update 
the Associate's List (former presidents, out of town members).  Ron W6WG spoke with Nicholas AF6CF, who is 
now settled into his new home in TX, about getting into his storage locker here locally to check out items for the 
club.  PayPal accounts also have to be researched since they are in former Club President's names. 

With no further business, meeting was adjourned by vote at 9:51AM to meet outside for a picture of all Board 
members wearing different year ARRL Field Day shirts. Picture will be submitted to ARRL for possible inclusion in 
QST or other Field Day related publication, as well as put into the RF and our Facebook page. Next Board 
Meeting May 2, 2026. 

Submitted by OCARC Secretary, Janet Margelli KL7MF 
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Tim Millard, N6TMT, OCARC Treasurer 
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